BALLARAT FIELD NATURALISTS' CLUB. 


EXCURSION/NEWS SHEET - AUGUST 1977. 


President; Mr. G. Binns Ph. 323670 
Vice-Pres: Mr. L. Fink 861319 
Secretary: Miss H. Burgess 312210 


Treasurer: Mr. S. Reynolds 327721 


Meetings held in the Biology Section at 
the School of Mines, Lydiard St. Sth. 
at 8 p.m. first Friday of each month. 
(Unless otherwise stipulated.) 


NEXT MEETING: 5th August. Mr. K. Liewellyn - "Fossils" 


MEETING 9th September: Please note this meeting is a 
week later in the month than usual. We are expecting 
@ group of Scouts from St. Peter's Troup to be our 
guests. Mr. R. Watkins is the speaker. Subject ~ 
"Walking in the Mt. Everest Region." It should be a 
most interesting and absorbing evening. 


EXCURSION: 7th August. Maryborough Area. Leaving 
Crockers (Armstrong St. side) at 9.30 aom. 
Arrangements have been made to view several places of 
interest, before having lumch, then meeting with 
members of the Maryborough Field Naturalists’ Club at 
the Maryborough Post Office, to continue the Excursion 
with them. (Meeting time at Post Office to be on the 
Agenda Sheet.) 


EXCURSION 11th September. This excursion is a week 
later in the month than usual. "Enfield Block", haif 
day excursion leaving 1.30 pem. Leaders P. Murphy, 

G. Binns. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMP-OUT Otway Ranges August 27-28. Hosted 
by Colac F.N.C. 

Just a reminder abot this Camp-Out. List of 
caravan parks, or any information needed, available 
from President, Secretary or members of Executive. 


tf. 


THE MONTHLY MEETING ON ist JULY 1977, was held upstairs 
at the Ballarat Municipal Library. In the absence of 


the President, the Vice President, Mr. Lindsay Fink 
welcomed a good attendance of members and several 
visitors. Misses Helen Harman and Colleen Philby 
were accepted as new members and wished a long and happy 
association with the Club. : 


Mr. Austin McCallum, head librarian addressed the 
meeting, expressing his appreciation of the Club's 
attendance and their interest in the Natural History 
Reference Collection housed at the library. He spoke 
of the three beautifully bound Gracius J. Broinowski 
volumes the Club had given to the library for safe 
keeping; and gave a short resume of Broinowski's life 
and works. 


Mr. McCallum said many old and valuable books had 
been acquired from old Mechanics Institutes, and the 
reference library contained the best of Australian 
books. Books acquired from Ballarat East Library had 
been the best collection outside of Melbourne. 


Members derived great enjoyment from browsing 
through the books Mr. McCallum had placed on central 
tables, and looking through many more around the 
shelves, on subjects ranging from Natural History, 
Flora and Fauna, Australian History and many others. 


JULY EXCURSION: A working bee at the "B.0.C." Block at 


Linton had to be cancelled owing to the saturated 
state of the ground after the exceptionally high rain- 
fall in June. Hopefully, there will be another one 
later in the year. Some members joined forces and had 
a day out at Campbelltown instead. 


Editorial Panel: S. Bedggood, Gre Binns, 
Be Gray. 

No part of this publication may be re- 

produced or transmitted in any form or by 

any means without permission in writing 

from the autior/authors. All rights 

reserved. 


ERULT 
Being able to recognise the difference in 


(a) types of leaves, leaf edges, and leaf 
arrangements. 


(b) arrangement of inflorescenes. 
({c) arrangement of parts of the flower 


helps in the classification of native plants. Also 
kmowing the types of fruit is important. 


A FRUIT consists of the mature ovary and whatever 
parts of the flower that may be attached to it at the 
time the seeds are ripe. It may be either a dry or 
succulent fruit. It may consist of a single chamber 
containing one or several seeds. Some fruit consist of 
several chambers united together to form one large 
chamber. Some fruits have fleshy, edible outer coats, 


A fruit may be:- 
(a) dehiscent i.e. the mature fruit opens in a 
regular manner and the seeds are dispersed by means of 


pores or by splits in one or more planes. 


(bo) -indehiscent i.e. seeds are released when the 
fruit decays or breaks in an irregular manner. 


(c) a simple fruit i.e. each fruit is derived 
from a single flower, and is the product of one carpel. 


(a) an aggregrate fruit i.e. each fruit is the 
product of a number of free carpeis in one flower. 


(e) a composite fruit i.e. whole fruit derived 
from a number of flowers in an inflorescence. 
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COMMON TYPES OF FRUIT. 


ACHENE. A small, one seeded dry and nut like 
fruit which does not open when ripe. It is often 
crowned with a tuft of fluffy hairs called a pappus, 


i.e. Ranunculus and Compositae family. 


BERRY. Nearly all berries are many seeded 
indehiscent succulent fruits, in which the seeds are 
embedded in a fleshy layer, i.e. Sollya. 


CAPSULE. The commonest of all fruit types. It 
is almost always a many seeded dry fruit consisting of 
two or more united carpels., Capsules split open in 
varying ways, i.e. by the means of valves at the top, 
e.g. Leptospermum, by a transverse line cf dehiscence, 
where the top comes off as an operculum, e.g. 
Eucalyptus, or by splits down the side, O:xchids. 


DRUPE. A succulent usually one seeded, 
fruit with an outer skin, fleshy inner layer, e.g. 


Personia. 


FOLLICLE. A dry fruit which splits down one side 
only. It is rarely many seeded. e.g. Banksia, 


Grevillea. 


NUT. Fruit one seeded at maturity. 


POD OR LEGUME. Fruit splits down both sides when 
mature, e.g. Papilionaceae,. 


NUTLET. <A small nut as in Isopogon. 


SCHIZACARP. A fruit that splits into a number of 
separate carpels. (Manner of dehiscence please refer 


to diagram) 
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Dry indehiscent 
fruit with a hard shell, oe peevacadaniia Nut. 
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CAMPBELLTOWN EXCURSION ~ Sunday 3rd July. 


In comparison to the very wet and wintry conditions, 
the light forest country to the north of Campbelltown 
wes relatively dry. 

Situated on the northern slopes of the Great 
Dividing Range, it is an area of slate and sandstone 
deposits permeated with quartz. 

The vegetation consists largely of Grey Box and 
Yellow Gum with a light understorey of various acacias 
and other leguminous plants. FEriostemon verrueosus, 
mot yet in flower, was an exciting find, and, so too, 
were extensive patches of various greenhood leaves. 
The leek orchid, Prasophylum archeri, was studied for 
some length of time, and the spent flowers were viewed 
iatently with the aid of a magnified lens. 

Among the birds seen were galahs, a beautifully 
coloured mistletoe bird, a grey shrike thrush carer 
numerous thornbills. 

Several interesting stops were made during the) 
day. One was to examine a metamorphic slate and 
sanastone ridge, and another was to inspect old 
eucalypts from which aborigines had removed bark for 
their shelters. 

We finished our day by stopping to view the 
distant old homestead of Captain Hiepburn and noted the 
seven hills surrounding the land that he once owned. 


Contributed - Mrs. P. Murphy. 


AN APPBAL % 442658 4 42% 556% 


Mrs. Stella Bedggood is to be highly commended for her 
excellent drawings and explanations in our monthly 
news=sheet, as is Greg. Binns for the assembling of the 
sheet and all the work it entails. 

My regret is that not enough reports from members are 
being handed in, to give variety and interest to our 
production. Please members, any articles on excursions, 
trips, sightings, "flora, fauna, or mineral", even current 
events of a Naturalist's interest, would be greatly 


appreciated. 
SRE Mrs. B. Gray, 501 Ligar St. Ballarat. (Co. Ed.) 
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THE NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE is currently undergoing a 
complete reorganisation to meet the challenge of modern 
park management. The organisation was first constituted 
as the National Parks Authority under the National Parks 
Act 1956 and changed to the National Parks Service in the 
amended Act of 1970. The National Parks Act 1975 has 
given the Service major new responsibilities, together 
with the opportunity for new fields of activity. 

Now the Service can manage other types of parks or 
meet differing community needs. Some of these will be 
mainly for recreation in a natural setting; others will 
show the effects of man on the environment, through farm- 
ing or historical settlement. Others again will be des- 
igned to provide an educational experience for school 
children. 

The objectives of the National Parks Service are; 

j. To provide for and manage a system of parks which 
(a) fully represent and adequately preserve and 
protect Victoria's many diverse habitats scenery 
and features; 
(b) provide extensive wilderness areas of as many 
types as possible; 
(c) in keeping with the objects of the Act, provide 
as much and as varied recreation and ERA FO SEIN 
experience as practicable. 
2. To increase knowledge of the parks! eneisonnents and 
the systems and mechanisms which control them. 
3. To foster an understanding and appreciation of parks 
by the public. 
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Area in 15 Mallacoota Inlet 5,250 
NATIONAL PARKS Hectares16 Morwell 140 
Alfred 2,300 17 Mount Buffalo 11,000 
Brisbane Ranges 1,132 18 Mount Eccles 400 
Bulga 36 19 Mount Richmond 1,700 
Captain James Cook 2,750 20 Organ Pipes 65 
Churchill 193 21 Port Campbell 700 
Fern Tree Gully 450 22 Tarra Valley 140 
Fraser 3,100 23 Wilsons Promontory 49,000 
Glenaladale 163 24 wingan Inlet 1,900 
Hattah Lakes (17,800 25 Wyperfeld 58,500 
Kinglake 5,700 _ OTHER PARKS F 
The Lakes 2,100 26 Cape Schanck Park — 900 
Lind 1,166 27 Warrandyte Park 135 
Little Desert 35,300 eee pas 
Lower Glenelg 27,322 74 


BOOKLET ON APPIN 


Mr. R. Allen, President of Western Victoria Field 
Naturalists’ Clubs Association has compiled a booklet 
on the Appin (Kerang) weekend, including articles, 
plant and bird lists etc. for sale at $1.00 each to 
raise money for the Cliff Beuglehold Fund. 

This booklet is to be available at our August. 
meeting, and is recommended as a most worthwhile 
purchase. 


WATTLES IN VICTORIA. 


Place the beginning of the wattle season where you 
will, there will always be a wattle already in flower, 
for there is no month without wattle blossom. There can, 
of course, be particular localities where there is none 
at a given time. Most of us feel, reasonably, that the 
Swattle season" begins with the first spring wattle «= 

the naturalised Cootamundra Wattle (A. bialeyana) from 
N.SeW., or Silver Wattle (A. dealbata) which blooms along 
so many of our Victorian rivers, 

In April we have the first; Wirilda (A. retinodes); 
Mt. Morgan or Queensland Silver Wattle {A. podalyriaefolia) 
and the Sunshine Wattle (A. botrycephala). June sees the 
blooming of the Spreading Wattle (A. diffusa). 

About 80 wattles are ‘native to. Victoria. Some are 
rare, but about 30 are common. One of the glories of the 
Bendigo Whipstick is Ausfeld's Wattle (A. ausfeldii), 
not known outside that general region. 

; August and September we see the Silver Wattle (A. 
dealbata), identified by its feathery foliage and i 
abundant early flowers. It is called Silver Wattle pecenae 
of silver patches on the bark of mature trees. 

These are the months when most of the species of 
wattles flower; Blackwood (A. melanoxylon); Prickly Moses 
(A. TMI) Ss Coast Wattle (A. longifolia var. 
sophorae). Later in September the Golden Wattle (A. 
pycnantha); Ovens Wattle (A. pravissima); Hedge Wattle 
(A. armata); and Varnish Wattle (A. verniciflua) are 
making the bush bright with their colour. 

Maryborough's 1977 Golden Wattle ‘Festival will be 
staged from 19th August to 4th Sepeenvens when the Acacias 


are at their best. 


